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CHRISTIANITY 


HOW FAR 


It is, and is not, founded on 
ARGUMENT. 


HERE are very few Contro- 
verſies, wherein the Writers on 
both Sides are not in ſome Re- 
ſpects in the right. We ſeldom. 
meet with a Debate, either po- 
litical or religious, but the Caſe is thus cir- 

cumſtanc'd, 


This appears (to me at leaſt) the Situation 
of a Diſpute, lately agitated amongſt us, con- 
cerning Chriſtianity, its not being founded 
upon Argument, according to one Author; 
or, according to others, its Evidences being 
entirely rational. 


B | Thovgh 
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Though it would not be juſt to aſſert a 

middle Way, merely for the Sake of a Com- 
| promiſe, or to ſtep into the probable Track 
at all Adventures, yet where the Line of 
Truth ſo falls, as I conceive it does in the 
Caſe before us, to mediate between the Con- 
tenders may perhaps bring the Matter to an 
Iſſue, and ſet it in a clear Light, for a gene- 
ral Uſefulneſs. With this View, I take the 
Liberty to offer, in as conciſe a Manner as 
may be, the following Repreſentation. 


By the Term Chriſtianity, 1 ſuppoſe we 
mean (tho I could with the Writers on this 
Subject had at their ſetting out aſcertain'd 
their Idea of it, the Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament, eſpecially the latter ; 
with ſuch Syſtem of Belief and Practice, it 
may be the Duty of Mankind to form there- 
upon. Taking then Chriſtianity to imply 
theſe ſeveral Conſiderations, the Letter of 
Chriſtianity, being the outward Part, muſt 
be acknowledged abſolutely founded on Ar- 
gument. Its Appearance amongſt Men comes 
recommended in ſuch a Manner, that Rea- 
ſon, conſiſtent with itſelf, cannot avoid re- 
ceiving and embracing it. But the Spirit of 

Chriſti- 
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Chriſtianity, the Power, the -Influence, - 
not in the Reach of Reaſon : not receiv d, or 
wrought by it. Theſe muſt be attributed to 


a much deeper Original. 


Upon what Ground of Obſeryation con- 
cerning Nature this Diſtinction is built, with 
2 Vindication of the Equity and Wiſdem of 
Providence in its Appointments, I addrefs 


myſelf to explain. 


The Letter of Chriſtianity, being the Re- 
cords of the Old and New Teſtament, as a 
general Standard of Religion, -does, I think, 
recommend and evidence itſelf to our Under- 
ſtanding three particular Ways. Firſt, In 
regard a competent Teſtimony occurs to us, 
concerning its Genuineſs and Antiquity. - We 
meet with proper Proofs of its Authenticneſs, 
from the earlieſt Accounts of Time to the 
preſent Day; held forth by Perſons of ſuch 
Probity and Diſtinction, that an unprejudic d 
Mind both may and ought to admit it. For 
Incredulity may be a Fault, and often is 2 
Fault, as well as to be credulogs, It is ag 
much a Mark of Wiſdom to be ſatisfied by a 
reaſonable Evidence, as it is a Mark of Folly 
to believe every precipitate, of idle, Rumour, 
B 2 A 
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'A Cloud of Witneſſes here preſent them- 
ſelves, Perſons of Learning and Character, 
various in Party and Complexion, through 
many ſucceſſive Centuries, in different Coun- 
tries and Tracts of the World, without any 
Shadow of Colluſiveneſs, or Confederacy, 
oftimes in different, Intereſts, and in Sup- 
port of different agent: : It is well known 
theſe Conveyors of whatſoever Knowledge 
we can attain of paſt Times do agree in the 
Authority of the Scriptures, have refer'd to 
them, have appeal'd to them. 


From this Concurrence of T eſtimony con- 
cerning Chriſtianity its being an anthentic 
Compoſition (we are not here conſidering the 
Merit of its ſeveral Particulars) there ariſes to 
the Mind that Evidence which creates what 
we call a moral Certainty. No Point of Hiſ- 
tory, or Facts, at a Diſtance from us, is capa- 
ble of other Evidence. Two Sorts of Aſſu- 
rance belong to our intellectual Faculty, experi- 
mental and moral, not experimental only. Ex- 
perimental or philoſophical Aſſurance can be 
had but in few Caſes, exceeding few. He pro- 
perly is a Sceptic, who believes Nothing, ex- 
cept whereof he hath philoſophical Demon- 
ſtration. And yet Gentlemen of this Caft 
b . find 
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find themſelves obliged, in Variety of Caſes; 
to rake up with no better Aſſurances than 
their Neighbours; and do rely upon them 
with the Vulgar. Such indeed” are the ne- 
ceſſary Circumſtances of human Society, 


What Perfon, unleſs extremely ſceptical, 
queſtions the Authenticneſs of Sallaft, Livy, 
or Herodotus, with ſeveral other both Roman 
and Greek Hiſtorians ? Who denies to Vir- 
gil, or Homer, the Works which paſs under 
their Names: or the domeſtic Productions 
of Sir Walter Raleigh, and Lord Clarendon ? 
I would aſk the ingenious Author of Chriſti- 
anity not founded on Argument, what other 
Evidence beſides traditional, he poſſeſſes (if 
not a Traveller) of there being ſuch a_King- 
dom as France, or ſuch a State as Holland? 
Nay, what other Aſſurance have many of 
us, that there are ſuch Cities as Edinburgh, 
or ork? In truth, moſt of the Points we 
take up, moſt of the Knowledge we reckon 
of in Life, reſts on noother Foundation. I ſhall 
only remark farther on this Head, we have 
not a profane Compoſition in the World, 
which has an hundredth Part_of the Teſti- 
mony in its Fayour, that attends the Sacred 

Volume. 
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It has all in the Kd that can by 


Vol ume. 
expected, 


2. Let us now enquire into what may be 
eſteem d its Evidence internal. 


Every Reader, who peruſes the Holy 
- Scriptures with a tolerable Attention, per- 
ceives in them a certain Majeſty, and Force 
of Truth, that impreſſes him in a peculiar 
Manner, from what he meets in any other 
Book. Human Reaſon, tho” at preſent in 
corrupt Circumſtances, cannot help diſcern- 
ing in the Scriptures 4 Stamp of Divinity, 
The Miracles there occurring with a Kind of 
eaſy Frequency, are evident Acts of an al- 
mighty Power. And they ſtand in ſuch a 
Light, ſo ſeaſonable, ſo merciful, ſo much 
to the Honour of the ſupreme Being, that 
our Mind is ſcarce at Liberty to diſpute 
them: Thoſe eſpecially of a beneficent, and 
alſo inſtructive Nature (as they ſignify to us 
the Variety of Man's ſpiritual Diſeaſes) which 
we obſerve in the New Teſtament. Every 
Capacity readily makes a Judgment, on Oc- 
cafion of beholding the Miracles of the Mzs- 
Au; No Man can do the Things which thou 
deft, except God be wwith him, Nothing of 

this 
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this divine Benignity, and Power, 4600 

other Hiſtories, No publick Inſtructor, no 

Founder of Laws, or Commonwealths, a- 

mongſt the Greeks, or Romans, or any other 

— have ever ſtood up with an Autho- 
rity of this Nature. 


| Mahomet, the Compiler of the Turki/þ 
Alcoran, does indeed aſſert his Viſions, and 
Revelations, and thoſe very extraordinary 
ones truly, but the Arab is very modeſt on' 
the Head of Miracles. Mahomet no where 
appears taking upon him to enforce Precepts, 
or preſcribe and enact Laws by his perſonal 
Authority. The moſt he affects ſeems to be the 
Character and Dignity of a Prophet, The 
ſame Remark may be made, with regard to 
Numa amongſt the Latins, or Lycurgus and 
Solon, Perſons of high Eſteem amongſt the 
Greeks. Whereas, the Scriptures do ſpeak to 
Mankind, and make their Claim, directly 
from Heaven, their Credentials come with 
them. The Finger of an almighty Power, 
a Dignity, a Force, a Simplicity appears which 
there is ſomething in Nature that can- 
not help ſubmitting to, and receiving. Even 
the Jeus, with all their Hardneſs, did this 
Juſtice to the Mes$s1 an ; No Man ever ſpake 


like 
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like this Man. He taught as One having 
Authority, and not as the Scribes, Nature in 
its Perverſeneſs to ſhun theſe Lights, and be- 
cauſe it does not love Reproof, avoids Con- 
verſation with the Scriptures, as much as de- 
cently it can. 


3. Who that hath Eyes doth not ſee, 
who that hath Ears does not hear a Purity 
and Majeſty in the Sacred Writings, which 
human Authors in vain endeavour to imitate? 
No Circumlocution, no Obſcurity, How di- 
rectly do they give the Object! How ſweet- 
ly do they affect, or with what Awfulneſs 
do they ſtrike the Mind! What, for ex- 
ample, can equal that plain Diction, yet un- 
parallel'd Sublimity, we meet with in the fir/? 
Chapter of Geneſis! In the Beginning God 
created the Heavens, and the Earth. The 
Earth was without Form and void, and Dark- 
neſs was upon the Face of the Deep. God ſaid, 
Let there be Light, and there was Light. 80 
in the Goſpel, In the Beginning uas the 
Word, and the Word «was with God, and the 
Word was God. God who at ſundry Times, 
and diverſe Manners, ſpale in Times paſt unto 
the Fathers by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt 

- Days 
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Pac ſpoken to us by bis San. Chriſt the Wife 
dam of God, and the Power of God. , ; 


Every Perſon whi gives himſelf Leave to 
obſerve theſe inard and outward Evidences of 
Chriſtianity, may, I think, juſtly aſſent to the 
Letter of Chriſtianity, that it is in general 
the Word of Gop. We have more War- 
rant for this Perſuaſion, than Mankind ſtands 
upon in various other Caſes, which never- 
theleſs they admit without the leaſt Heſita- 
tion, Such Warrant, in brief, which a wiſe. 
| Man, unleſs he offers Violence to his Under- 
ſtanding, may and ought to acknowledge, 
conſiſtently with all the Strictneſs of his Cha- 

rafter, And ſo far Chriſtianity is properly 4 
founded upon Argument. | 0 


I could be glad to ay alſo, that wid 3 
Nature is capable of being argued into 4 right 4 
Faith, or Practice; I could be glad to ſay, 
that the Heart of Man is capable of being 
render d moral, or truly virtuous, by Argu- 
r No Man ever yet received a tight 

Faith through his Learning ; nor Was any 
Man, in my Opinion, ever yet argued into 
Honeſty. Here then 1 myſt ſtop, in order 


to have my Eye on a different Foundation, 
C becauſe 
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becauſe Nature ſtops here, Was I diſpoſed 
to compliment Mankind; and; offer Incenſe 
to the Taſte of the Age, 1 might deſcant 
agrecably upon the Nectitude of human Na- 
ture, innate Ideas of Right and Wrong, moral 
Relations, with the eternal Fitneſs or Unjit- 
neſs of Things. I readily acknowledge that 
ſomething of theſe Ideas are remaining with 
Mankind, that is to ſay, there is a Shadow 
of Reaſon, a Shadow 51 the Religion of 
Nature, a Shadow of moral Relations, and 
ſo as to the reſt ; but I muſt be, ignorant of 
the true State of Mankind, not to know, 
that the Subſtance is gone, the Subſtance 
hath left us long ago. I am not referring 
merely to a diſtant Tranſaction, let the Rea- 
der attend his own Experience, let him ob- 
ſerve narrowly what paſſes in his own Mind, 
let, him deduce his Judgment from what 
daily occurs in the uſual Actions and Beha- 

viour of the World about him. How is a 
Tree known to be the corrupt or uncorru pt 
but by its Fruits? How is a Fountain known 
whether ſweet or bitter, but by the Taſte 
of. the Streams which flow from it? It is 
in vain to alledge, it might be better with 
Mankind, than, we fee ; that a Diſorder lies hid 
in the Springs of the World appears evident 


and 
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and indiſputable from the Courſe of it. What- 
ſoever Regrlrity, or Virtue, might belong 
to Nature at its original Creation, tis evi- 
dently otherwiſe with it at preſent, according 
to the known Complaint, I ſee the Better 
things, bit follow the worſe. At prefent we - 
have no other Remainder of Natare's origi- 
nal Excellency, than what reſembles thoſe 
few Planks and Pieces, which are the Re- 
licks of a Veſſel, that has ſuffered Ship- 
wrack at Sea, In ſome Caſes a Man may 
ſwim a-ſhore. on theſe ; and in other Caſes, 
when the Seas run high! and his Diſtance 
from Land is great,, he may not. Or, have 
you beheld the Ruins of ſome magrificent 
Palace? you contemplate on this Ocraſion æ 
melancholy Spectacle, broken Walls, and 
ſhatter'd Pillars, fair Corniſhes, and fine 
cary'd Work defaced, Rubbiſh, and Caverns, 
the Refuge now of Toads and Serpents; and 
the Haunt of every noxious Beaſt. To 
Perſons who make true Obſervations, "what: 
diſagreable Scenes of H ypocriſy, and Op- 
preſſion, and Rapine, do fill the Hiſtories 
of the World! Whence come theſe Cor- 
ruptions, of every Day's Experience; in the 
outward World, but from Corruptions in our 
little World within? Whence but from the 

C42 Luſts, 
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Luſts, and Paſſions, and that Myſtery of Self, 
which have their Seat in every Breaſt by Na- 
ture ? 


Perhaps ſome will — 4 theſe Diſorders 


notwithſtanding Man's Reaſon and Under- 


ſtanding continue clear, and are ſufficient 
poſſibly to guide us better. To this I an- 
ſwer, I cannot judge of the inward State 
otherwiſe than by outward Effects. Tis to 
be fear d, the Diviſion made by ſeveral Wri- 
ters, of a reaſonable Soul into Will, Affecti- 


ons, and a ſuperior ſovereign Underſtanding, 


is a Diſtinction without proper Ground. It 
eſcapes my Apprehenſion, how the Will and 
Affections can be acknowledg'd perverſe (are 
they not Qualities of the ſame Soul? ) 
and yet the Underſtanding be left uncorrupt. 
If you pour a Glais of Poiſon, or it may be a 
Drop, into a Fountain of Water, will one 
Part only of the Fountain be infected? Do 
you expect ſome Corner will remain un- 


tainted? No, the whole and every Part 


muſt be contaminated. If my Head akes, 


or my Hand is in pain, the whole * wil 
ſuffer with it. 


Were 
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Were Reaſon and Underfianding the clear 
Light, which ſome contend for, whence do 
theſe Gentlemen account for thoſe various 
Judgments, and Opinions, in Points of no 
ſmall Moment, which occur amongſt Man- 
kind? Whence ſuch Contrariety, ſuch Un- 
ſteadineſs in the ſame Mind, ſuch different 
Ideas of Right and Wrong, in different 
Ages, and Climates? Had the Taper of 
Z human Uunderſtanding never received a 
Shock at the Bottom, it would be found 
holding out a ſteady and uniform Light, at all 


Times, and every where, 


"Tis caſy and pleaſant to imagine, that 
Reaſon is capable of forming, eſpecially out 
of the Word of God, a right Faith, and of 
Influencing a right Practice, yet when we 
weigh Facts it does not appear ſo. Is Faith 
then an unreaſonable Thing? No. It ſuits 
itſelf with rigbt Reaſon, but not Reaſon in 
its preſent Frame and Poſture. Perhaps 
ſome will remark, you are about then to 
repreſent things, and yet tell us, we cannot 
comprehend them. Why, does not the Phi- 
loſopher, and the Mathematician convince 


Mankind, that there exiſts Eternity and In- 
finity, 
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finity, and yet no Perſon can form any tole- 
fable Idea, of one or the other Pi” 


An hundred Articles might to be men- 
tioned, of which our Rationaliſts themſelves 
either do, or might acknowledge, their Ig- 
norance. Faith (it will be explained what 
1 underſtand by Faith preſently) carries 
in it no Repugnance with Reaſon, more 
properly it is repugnant with a certain 
Wiſdom, a carnal petulant Wiſdom which 
belongs to Nature, and is necefliry to be 
cleared away before Religion can take any 
Place, A Gift of Grace, conſidered as a 


ſupernatural Principle, muſt form the Chriſti- 


an. Grace (a very ſignificant Word tho' 
old-fafhion'd) rectifies the Soul, brings it into 
a Frame of Submiſſiveneſs to the Divine 
Wiſdom, lends it à freſh Biaſs, moulds it 
altogether a- new. In things of Immortality, 
Grace is right Reaſon, and right Reaſon 
Grace. Without this indwelling Principle, 

what Effects do we ſee of mere 3 


and Capacity ? It is far from appearing, i 


is not ſo plain as the Noon- day, that og 
Learned have moſt Faith, and moſt Virtue. 
Do we not ſee in Fact, that Formality, Af- 
for. 25 and Self, Irreligion, and Vice, do 

1 predo- 
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predominant through all Ranks of Men 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, in proportion 
to Opportunity, and the Prices which are of. 
fered for them. And yet wha: amongtt us 
has not received the Letter of Chriſtianity ? 


Who does not profeſs the Chriſtian Religion 2+ 
We cannot ſay, on this Account, that. the: 
Generality of Men poſſeſs a right Faith, or 
that the Generality of Men are real: Chriſti- 
ans,” With all the Candour I would: be Bad: 
to put on, I cannot ſay this. 


* 


\ 


* RY *. 3, VIVA AS 
| Moſt Perſians have taken upon, them the 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, many appear cloath'd 
with a Form of Sobriety and Virtue. Still 
to enter into the proper Faith of the Goſpel, 
and to feel the Power of Virtue, is ſome- 
thing much farther; an Effect of the Energy 
of the divine Spirit, who alone can renew 
our inward State, as he alone adjuſted a con- 
fuſed Chaos at the Creation. Indeed Num- 
bers have entertained in the Groſs Articles of 
Belief, and perhaps will contend for them 
(much more than for Purity of Heart) not 
without conſiderable Danger to ſuch, as ſhall 
be hardy enough to diſſent from their Opi- 
nions. Perhaps in theſe Creeds, they will 
begin "_w_ — a Point to be incompre-- 

henſible, 
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henſible, and in the next Breath go about to 
explain it; and which is worſt of all, take 
upon them peremptorily to condemn, who- 
ſoever ſhall not agree to ſuch Explanation. 
Such is the Pride of Learning, For my part, 
if I believe a RC let it continue a 225 


le. 


In Sack the World habeas under a Va- 
riety of conteſted Opinions, and oftimes that 
particular Faith of the Goſpel is leaſt attended 
to, which is moſt material. In the Evan- 
geliſts, in the As of the Apoſtles, and the 
Epiſtles of St. Paul, the Word Faith, I muſt 
take the Liberty to aſſert, generally means one 


eſpecial Polnt; that is, to believe in the Me- 
rit, and Righteouficſ of Jeſus Chriſt, inſtead 
of any thing of our own, for Satvation, Man- 


ind are apt to caſt their Eye upon other 
ſpeculative Truths, whilſt this eſcapes them. 
1 apprehend the Goſpel not ſo much a My- 


ſtery in Speculation, as it is a Myſtery of 
Free- grace, a Myſtery of redeeming Mercy, 


a Myſtery of Wiſdom and Power; concer- 
ted in the divine Counſels, in Behalf of Crea- 
tures, otherwiſe abſolutely ruined, and un- 
done. Here perhaps ſeveral Readers will 
object, this appears too eaſy a Way of Sal- 
vation to be credited, Not ſo eaſy, my 

Friend, 
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Friend, as it may leem to be. Very few 
Perſons are perſuaded they ſtand in need of 
a Redemption of this Kind. Moſt eſteem 
themſ-lves not ſo evil, and wicked, as many 
others, Every Man by Nature is the Pha- 
riſee we read of in the Coſ pel, who, tho' 
he juſtified himſelf, did not go home juſti- 
fied by his Maker. Others, again, propoſe 
to repent, and reform themſelves by and by. 
Both the Phariſee and immoral Liver depend 
upon a Virtue of their own, either preſent or 
to come. Neither of them are yet convinc'd 
of their Inſufficiency: Neither of them yet 
humbled, and broken enough; not yet poſ- 
ſeſs d of an acceptable ſaving Faith. Such 
Acquiſition i is not the eaſieſt, yes, rather tis 
the hardeſt thing i in the World. 


It frequently comes to, paſs, that mere 
Meralifts (not a little tainted with Bigotry) 
are fuller of Prejudice, and more inclined to. 
Virulency and Perſecution, than notorious 
Sinners ; and in ſome Senſe more diſtant from 
s Publicans and Harkts enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, that is, into the 
Goſpel-ſtate, before ſuch. 
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A Species of Morality corrupt Nature can 


attain, a Morality of the Letter. Several Per- 


ſons appear to themſelves, and perhaps to- 
others, Keepers of the Decalogue in almoſt 
every Article, that is, ſo far as they can go 
in a Conduct which refrains from. outward 
Violations. But how is it with the Heart? 
Does Truth rule there? Alas! the Heart 
in Diſtinction from the outward Man, tilt 
new-moulded by a Divine Power, is a 
Breaker of every Commandment, nay, is an 
Hater of the Commandment, doing no- 
thing except thro” Fear and Bondage, The 
Letter of Scripture cannot reach it, tis only 
a Letter. This may ſometimes affect the Con- 
{cience, but never alters the Heart. | 


Again; a Perſon cannot comprehend. the 
Meaning of ſeveral Paſſages in Scripture, till 


they are opened by the Spirit. It is a ſeal'd 


Book, abſolutely lock d up from him. What 


Idea, or Apprehenſion, can Nature itſelf 
form of ſuch Paſſages as theſe ? 


Except a Man be born again, be cannot fee 
the Kingdom of Gad. That which is born of 
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the Fleſh, is Fleſh ; and that which is born of 
the Spirit, is Spirit, ¶ John iii. 3 and 6.] 


J will pray the Father, and he ſhall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide 101th 
you for ever ; Even the Spirit of Truth, whom 
+ World cannot receive, becauſe it feeth bim 
not, neither knoweth him, &c, ¶ John xiv. 1 6 


and 17.] 


Where is the Wiſe? Where is the Scribe ? 


Where is the Diſputer of this World? [I Cor. 
a. 20.] 


The natural Man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God : for they are Fooliſhneſs unto 
him; neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. [1 Cor. ii. 14.] 


The Reader muſt excuſe me, whilſt I 
mention a few more Paſſages ; after which I 
ſhall offer ſuch Remarks upon them, as may 
be pertinent to the Argument in hand, That 
it is not in the Power of Nature to believe 
acceptably, or fall upon that proper Faith, 
which yields an Entrance into the Goſpel, 
our Saviour declares, where he ſays, 


D 2 | No 


No Man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath ſent me, draw him. No Man can 
come unto me, except it were given unto him of 
my Father. [ John vi. 44 and 65.] 


No Man can ſay that Jeſus i is the Lord, but 
by the Holy Ghoſt. | 1 Cor. xii. 3] 


Minifters of the New Thamar, 
ot of the Letter, but of the Spirit: for tbe 

Tetter killetb, but the Spirit giveth Life. 
112 Cor. iii. 6.] 


Once more, let us hear the Scripture de- 
claring the Neceſſity of a Renewal, or Change 
in Man's Heart. 


The carnal Mind is Fnmity againſt God: 
for it is not ſulject to the Law of God, neither 
indeed can be. Rom. viii. 7.] 


Du hath be quickned who were dead in Treſ- 
paſſes and Sins, Il herein in "Time faſt ye wwalk- 
ed according to the Courſe of this World, 
according to the Power of the Prince of 
the Air, the Spirit that now worketh in the 
Children of Dyſovedhence. [Eph. i, 1 and 2. 
 Examme 


623 


4 Examine your ſelves, whether ye be in the 
3 Faith ; prove your 0wn ſelves: Know ye not 
your own he how that Teſus Chriſt is in 
you, except ye be Reprobates. [2 Cor. xii. 5.] 


ton endl he ne e 
3 
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If any Man be in Chriſt, he is a new Crea- 
ture. Old things are paſt away, behold, all 
things" are become new, [2 Cor. v. 17.] 


It cannot be denied, that the Intention of 
theſe Paſſages is to intimate two Points: The 
Inability of Man to conceive a proper Faith ; 
and the Eſtrangement of the Soul from real 
Virtue, till rectify d and reſtor'd by the 
Holy Spirit. And how 'otherwiſe can we 
account for that Inadvertency about Faith, 
and that general Defe& in Practice, which 
abound amongſt us? The Underſtanding by 
Nature, provided we believe the Scripture, 
has no Eye for the Things of God, howſo- 
ever acute, or penetrating in thoſe of com- 
mon Life. Neither has it a ſufficient In- 
fluence on the Will, and Affections, to pre- 


ſerve the inferior Faculties, as they are uſu- 
ally call'd, in Order. There appears in the 


Paſſions a Refractorineſs, no proper Connec- 
tion, no friendly Communication between 


them 
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( 26 ) 
them and Reaſon. We talk of Reaſon ; 
but tis only Talk. When there ariſes a De- 
bate amongſt the Inhabitants of the Regions, 
tis Affection, tis Habit, tis Gratification 
which determines it. Writers, indeed, in 
deſcribing the Soul, attribute to the Under- 
ſtanding the Diſtinction of the Superior Fa- 
culty, whilſt the Will, and Affections are 
term'd the Inferior Ones, But I fear in this 
Caſe, the Underſtanding is merely compli- 
mented, She has a Title confer'd upon her, 
(perhaps of Queen) without an Eſtate. Tho 
ſhe has a Right to Supremacy, Invaders 
come and take it away. If we look nar- 
rowly into Mankind, daily Experience will 
verify this Remark. In my Opinion, Man- 
kind are govern'd, more truly by the Paſ- 
fions, than by the Underſtanding. The Ser- 
vants, that ſhould be, are got into their Maſ- 
ter's Place: The Servants ride; and Princes 
walk on foot, It does not ſignify, what Pre- 
gepts Men hear, or what they ſhould be, or 


what they profeſs ; how do th 'y af? how 
do they Fur? ? 


Notwithſtanding the Arguments of a 
learned Writer, in the Cont royerſy before me, 


I cannot attribute ſo much to Inſtruction 


nor 


* 


( 27 ) 
nor yet to a religious Education, as ſome 
Gentlemen ſeem to do. As Irrelagion un- 
doubtedly abounds in the World, ſo allo tis 
to be fear'd, with many others who bear the 
Character of Sobrieth, there is too frequently 
a Form of Godlineſs without the Power, 
Was I, as a Divine, to repreſent the Agency 
of the Spirit only neceſſary to con IR Faith, 
and QUICKEN Obedience, | ſee a late Pamphlet, 
entitled, The Perſpicuity andStability, &c. p.. J 
I ſhould reckon it an extraordinary Slip of 
my Pen. To confirm what? Does the 
Doctor apprehend a ſaving Faith was there 
before, in Youths religiouſly educated, only 
wanting to be ſtrengthened and habituated? _ 
Or, had real Obedience taken place before, 
now at length favour'd with the friendly 
Aſſiſtance of the Spirit to quicken and fur- 
ther it? No ſure. The Agency of the Spi- 
rit ſhould be acknowledg'd neceſſary to begin 
Faith, to begin Obedience, Yes, provided: 


we ſpeak conſiſtently, 0 begin, to carry it 
on, and 7o perfect it. 


Iam ſorry to ſee, in the preſent Age, ſuch 
inidvertent Symbolizing with Roman Catbolicłs. 
Theſe” profeſſedly affert he Powers of Free- 
will (Who denies them, fo far as they can go?) 

And 


3 
And on this ſingle Foundation ſtands the 
whole Fabrick of Popery. This Point is 
more properly the Diſtinguiſhment, and Er- 
ror; of Popery, than Tranſubſtantiation and 
Idolatry. So at leaſt our od Proteſtants were 


wont to Judge: 


It is alſo to be lamented, that our eſta- 
bliſh'd Clergy have almoſt univerſally fallen 
upon the ſame moral Scheme. About a Cen- 


tury ago, the Neceflity of a ſupernatural 
Principle, whereby to beli eve and practiſe a- 


| 
| 
| right, was aſſerted with as much Generality 


in our Pulpits, as the Doctrine of human 
Ability forms the Language of the preſent 
Day. How Miniſters can accommodate the 
moral Scheme with their Articles, Subſcrip- 
| tions, and Catechiſms, exceeds my Compre- 
| | benſion. 


li) How 3 muſt it appear, and pro- 
i bably the true Inlet of Infidelity, for Per. 

It ſons to ſubſcribe one thing, and to preach 

directly another! Or what Regard can be 

given to the Outcries of a Layman, againſt 

a ſupernatural Principle, as errant Entbu- 

fiaſm, after he has been Praying at Church 

| in 
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in Words of this Nature, Grant, O God, that 
by thy holy IxspIR AT10N ae may think thoſe 
things that be good, and by thy merciful Guid- 
ing may perform the ſame. Or, according to 
another Paſſage. O Lord, ae beſeech thee mer 
cifully to receive the Prayers of thy People, 
ahich call upon thee, and grant that they may 
both perceive and know what things they ought 
to do, and alſo may have GRACE and POWER 
faithfully to fulfil the ſame, through Teſus 
our Lord, [Common-prayer Book.] _ 


Is it not evident what Numbers of Chriſti- 
ans we have, (excellent Chriſtians indeed ) 
who have really no Ideas? They aſſent to, 
and uſe a Form of Words, with little or no 
Meaning in them, If all fuch Religion be 


not vain, and inſufficient, I have no Idea of 
Vanity. 


When Reveal'd Religion viſits the Mind, 
not in Word only, but with Power, for ſuch 
Diſtinction the Scripture itſelf intimates ; 
then, and not till then, it enlightens the Un- 
derſtanding, purifies the Heart, and gives Se- 
riouſneſs, and Solidity. Till which Time 
Perſons poſſeſs nothing, except Prejudice, 
and Superſtition, They truſt Education, 
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and Cuſtom, at all Adventures; they dare 
not give way to a Diſcuſſion of their 
Principles; no, they have not Courage 
to do it. They are wrapt up, and inclos'd 
as in a Cittadel, tho” it be really a Dungeon, 
deſtitute both of Light, and Liberty. Such 
muſt needs call real Knowledge Novelty 
and Enthufia/m. Nature will ſtand in her 

own Defence ; but happy is it for Nature 
when ſhe is driven out-of her ſtrong Holds. | 


Again. There may be Perſons brought 
up in a right Scheme, as I, or another in 
my Way of Thinking, would term it ; and 
ſtill, in cafe it be the Effect of Education, 
and not inwrought by the Spirit of God, it 
turns to no Avail. There is as much Dif- 
ference between an inwrought Faith, and 
inwrought Virtue, and what frequently paſſes 
under theſe N as there is be- 
tween Light in the Head and Warmth in 
the Heart, As much Difference as between 
a Picture and Life. The Scripture in itſelf, 
is Paper and Writing, An hiſtorical or pre- 
ceptive Exhibition, but not Life, till made 
Life in the Soul. Do you perceive any Smell 
ina painted Flower ? or F aſte 1 in the moſt deli- 

cCious 
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eious Fruits, ſo far as they are the Produc- 
tions only of a curious Pencil ? Vou have 
ſeen the Picture of a Fire. What a beauti- 
ful, and chearful Aſſemblage preſents itſelf! 
A Structure of Materials agreeably lighted ; 
in the Center an intenſe ruddy Glow, the 
lambent Flames play vigorouſly in every Part, 
you would think them in Motion. Perhaps 
you remark ſtanding near it an hoary old 
Gentleman, the emblematical Figure of Win⸗ 
ter; obſerve with what Satisfaction he ſpreads 
his Hands towards the Fire: he warms him- 
ſelf, he (miles, and is glad. But is he really 
glad, or really warm ? /No, here is nothing 
but Paint and Canvas, if you touch him 
with your Finger, he's as cold as Ice. | 


Juſt fo is the old Man of human Nature 
unaffected with the Scriptures, till we are 
brought into ſpiritual Life, and the Scriptures 
realized to us. 


To receive the Faith of the Goſpel, re- 
quires not Learning ſo properly, as the bow- 
ing and humbling of the Mind, to accept, 
inſtead of any thing in us, the Offer of an 
imputed Merit. How frequently do Mini- 

" ſters 
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it! ſters overlook this Point! If they preach Mo- 
rality, what is that ? They may preach Mo- 
rality near as well out of Seneca, or Plato. 
They have no Occaſion to take a Text for it 
| out of the Goſpel, Moſt of the Order at 
preſent cannot be reputed other than Mini- 


bil fers of the Letter. And is the Letter of 
il Chriſtianity then of no Signification? Yes, 
wn a-great deal. Even the Letter has a Benefit 
lt belonging to it. It reſtrains Mankind in ſome 
"wh Degree. From the common Topick of Re- 
10 wards and Puniſhments, it puts a Bridle on 
t Mankind, It ſerves Purpoſes of civil So- 
| [4 ciety, which reſpe&s Men's outward Actions, 
It and Deportment, but has no Neceſſity of be- 
it I ing ſollicitous about their inward Frames. 
1 Eccleſiaſtical Perſons keep the World in ſome 
will - | tolerable Decorum, They are Inſtruments 
111 of an inferior Good. They reſemble the 
| | Gibeonites amongſt the Children of Iſrael of 
il | old, who ſerv'd as Hewers of Wood, and 
.- Drawers of Water. Except that ſundry are 
1 rather too largely paid. 

Religion contributes to the Advantage of 


Society, whether it be real or nominal. Re- 
ality is beſt, yet nominal is preferable to none 
at 


e od 
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at all. It lays a Reſtraint upon the Paſſions 
of Nature, which otherwiſe would burſt out 
into Violence, and Confuſion. Theſe would 
be found unſufferable, were the Reins laid 
in their Neck. It is beſt that unruly Na- 
ture be kept within Bounds, howſoever a- 
gainſt its Will. Hence Government is or- 
dained, and proper Obedience due to it. The 
Letter of Religion ſerves very conſiderably 
all theſe Views. And this vindicates the 
Wiſdom of Providence in the Appointment 
of it, tho it ſhould not prove uſeful to all 
Men in ſpiritual Reſpects. God never leaves 
himſelf without Teſtimony, eſpecially if we 
conſider farther, that the Letter of Chrifti- 
anity is a ſtanding Proviſion for theConverſion, 
and Enlightening of daily larger Numbers. 
It is ever capable of becoming ſpiritual- The 
Exiſtence of Light is a Bleſſing, tho all have 
not yet an Eye to receive it. Eventually 
the Holy Scripture contains all Light, and 
all Salvation. It is frequently, it is every 
Day, an Inſtrument to Tome, or other. Faith 
comes by hearing; and 'tis certain to the 
End of the World, that Numbers ſhall be 
added to the One Spiritual Church, of ſuch 
as ſhall be effectually fav'd. 


Conver.. 
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Converſions oftimes ariſe under Miniſtries 
of the leaſt Expectation: not merely under 
Miniſtries of Learning, and fine Parts. When 
true Knowledge, and Reformation have ap- 
pear'd in any Part of the World, it has ge- 
nerally been with confiderable Variation from 
eftabliſh'd Modes. Reformations may be look'd 
for again, when Prejudice vaniſhes away, and 
Bigotry loſes its Hold, when Men venture to 
judge for themſelves, and find their Hearts 
once fairly unlock'd. | - 


Happy will be the Poſture of the World, 
when Cuftom loſes its Sway, when the In- 
$ of mere Authority ſhall ceaſe, 
and every Party ſhall throw away its Idols. 
In what Age theſe Contingencies will ap- 
pear, is 4 good deal out of my Reach to 


I have only to add in Relation to the Con- 
troverſy, which , occaſion'd theſe few Sheets, 
that probably I ſhall not intereſt myſelf any 
farther in it. Tis not my Diſpoſition to 
write much. The Reader is heartily wel- 


come either to his Approbation, or Diſlike, 
of 


( 35 | 
of any thing I have written, It would be a 
Pleaſure to me, if I have ſuggeſted any thing, 
that may tend to render Perſons conſiſtent 
with themſelves ; and might induce them to 
be thorongh Proteſiants, or Aſſertors of the 
Fundamentals of Popery : Abettors of Hu- 
man Reaſon, or of Reveal d Religion accord- 


ing to che intrinf; Meaning and real Extent 
of the Words. 
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